From “The Ghost Towns of Perry County” a new book from Dr. Dennis Hocker and part of the Perry Heritage
Collection. The book will be released in early 2014 and is available at www.PerryHeritage.com

No other village gets more interest and generates more curiosity than Pandemonium!
However, Pandemonium is more modern mythology than any factual information. The
historical truth is there has never been a village officially known as Pandemonium.
The name became popular over 40 years ago after an article was published in the Perry County
Times claiming that Henry’s Valley was dubbed Pandemonium. The name stuck and the area
became a point of interest for paranormal researchers. In all fairness, the claim is partially
correct. However only a very small portion of the valley, about 300 acres, can lay claim to that
name.
Back in the 18th century as Perry County was being settled and land was being warranted from
the Penn family, it was a common practice to name a piece of property. The practice never
really gained acceptance and use here in our area but large ranches in the mid-west and
western United States are commonly known by their given name.
Many of us can relate to this practice from popular TV series. We all know that on the show
Bonanza the ranch was “The Ponderosa” and on the show Dallas the ranch was known as
“South Fork”. This illustrates the convention of formally naming a tract of land.
Back to reality – the Diehl family can officially be credited with introducing the name
Pandemonium. Charles Diehl Jr. used that name for a 255 acre tract in York County in 1762.
Daniel Diehl also used the name Pandemonium for a 300 acre tract on May 3, 1787 then in
Cumberland County but now known as Henry’s Valley in Perry County.
Samuel Diehl warranted an adjoining 105 acres just to west of Daniel also in 1787. It is
Samuel’s warrant that now would be the land on which the Pioneer Cemetery now rests.
On the following page is a copy of the Land Names Register from the Pennsylvania Archives
with the Pandemonium names on record.
The name Pandemonium was coined by English poet John Milton in his 1677 Paradise Lost. In
the book Pandemonium was the capital city of hell. It comes from the Greek Pan (meaning all)
and daimon (meaning demon). It can be translated to the abode of all demons. What a
horrible name for a piece of property!

Land Name Register from the Pennsylvania Archives

We will never know why that name was chosen. Perhaps they had previously lived in a place
with a similar name or perhaps they were just familiar with Milton’s works.

Daniel Diehl survey along Laurel Run in Henry’s Valley
“Pandemonium”

Samuel Diehl survey along Laurel Run in Henry’Valley
to the west of “Pandemonium”

Samuel Diehl’s property was not named and was just to the west of Daniel’s property. It was
this tract that later passed to Christian Henry and the valley became known as Henry’s Valley.
Unfortunately, the stories of paranormal activities and modern ghost stories have obscured the
incredibly interesting heritage of Henry’s Valley. The truth has been twisted, locations changed,
and the historical record ignored all in the name of ghost hunting. The true history of Henry’s
Valley is much more interesting than fiction. It is time to set the record straight to honor the
brave hearty people that settled one of the most remote corners of Perry County.

